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The Origin of Tea

Tea is a drink that is the second most frenzied beverage globally and has a long history. Different types of teas including white, oolong, green and black tea. Tea originates from a plant known as Camellia sinensis. This plant originated in Szechuan Province in China between the 30th century and 20th centuries BC. During this period, tea was used by the Chinese as traditional medicine, where they chewed fresh leaves. Tea was later developed into a drink after being popularized in china. In 733-804, Lu Yu rebranded tea which encouraged its popularity and become the main economic factor in China. In the 8th century DC, china started to trade tea with the Turks, the Arabs, and Tibet. Eventually, it reached to other nomadic tribes found in Indian Himalayas. By the 16th century, tea had started being traded in Europe (Baruah 368). 
It was until the 17th century that tea was introduced in Britain. It is due to such a globetrotting movement that tea was transformed. The frail tea leaves suffered a lot of damage during a long journey from China to Europe which resulted in different ways of making leaves to remain fresh and potent. Drinking tea become more popular in many countries in Europe including England at the begging of the 17th century. England started to produce and consume tea to rival the Chinese domination of tea. Charles II of Britain was against the importation and trading of tea. Additionally, the latest colonies of American also started to consume tea as their favorite drink (Van Driem 123). For almost 100 years, tea was the bottom line of smuggling, politics, economy, and trade. The East India Company was used by its colonies to produce tea which generated into a new industry.
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